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SHAREK YOUTH FORUM Periodical Electronic

N\ NEWSLETTER

Newsletter, published by
Sharek Youth Forum, 2012

We at Sharek Youth Forum contribute to building and developing the capacity of the youth to take on a leadership role
in developing society through empowerment and advocacy programs based on volunteerism and youth initiatives which
promote equality and human nghts

Sharek Youth Forum hosts three day Youth
Council event in Al-Fara’a

In partnership with PADECO and the UNFPA, Sharek is
pleased to announce the completion of its Youth Council
annual conference meeting. 80 young men and women,
members of 16 youth council around the West Bank met
in Al-Fara’a to discuss a wide range of topics. This gather-
ing was the result of Sharek’s desire to give the youth of
Palestine a leading voice, and to garner change in society.
The main topics discussed were: the importance of being
pioneers of social change; the needs and priorities of
youth; additional leadership, group work, communication,
planning and managing campaigns skills; the role of ad-
vocacy as a tool for increasing the effectiveness of their
work and performance; and finally workshops regarding
the needs for community work.

02/02/2012

-m\

A
) \._)\.-u-'y

T e

-
J"“‘ vro;

———

Aol dadad | pudland |5y ke i

—
%

R . =%
23

,A R b =w

“Q Y, 2

Waleed Atatra, an employee at the Ministry of Youth and Sports emphasized the importance of
communication between the youth and decision makers both locally and nationally. He also stated
that increasing youth participation in social development was an important component to his own
national youth strategy. He considers the local youth councils to be a successful mechanism that
helps integrate the youth with key decision making skills and active participation in the societies.
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Wisam Shweiki, Youth Council Project Manager, announced the second annual Youth Summit in February,
believing that this was a great achievement for the sustainability of the initiative, and the work carried out by
all involved. He stated that the 3 main goals were set for the next summit were:

* To provide a platform for the youth to begin to expand its
outreach to include national issues g
* To enhance the role of the youth councils in local gover-
nance, social change and the promotion of democracy.

* To discuss the possibility of having youth as a key com- 4
ponent in policies and strategies, both locally and nationally: =
private or public sectors. A

Shweiki also stated that the Youth Councils were a key aspect to youth democracy, and believed that the
summit will also aim to garner more support from local, national, and international partners.
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